
the 
US8 of 

of result 

sUbJect. 

strudures and c()njunctions to 
. T jus .;tJriy i~, 

~Jl att£rapt to describ8 and ex:am.ine 
oa..sic syntactv:: and. 

aclverbial clauses ZUlI::l 
;~ 1,- < • ,I,r.llouguwlUCll 

'·"r""'......,,~<T"'''' tI18 idea mainlv 
.' 

thB purpOSi£! of the study is to 
some of tile factorstrtat 

deterrrJne their distribution and u~~e. 

The relation 
clauses and tilose purpose and 
cau.<:;e "'",i11 be revl?al~d too 
present study attempts to suggest 
some tent:itive transforwAtional 
n~h=,s Twhich convert clauses int.) 
phrases si nCe l'rre meaning indicated 
by bdh are identical . 

c1aUS8 
the idea fr~t 

happened ('JT happen is the 
result of 1hR action or state expressed 
m Let liS 

combw£d 1...l.S1ng " so ._.that' " The 
rClan was very tired . He c()tUd 

stand. 

scarcE!lYSUjfi..d" is tb,e 
:"ubord!rtjt~~ adverbizll clause of 
fesu1r. L~e man being so tired . 

Cla.uses of feslilt are introduced 
CY 's() tr..ar'.·· such '" that an.Q 

subordinatorII >Eech 

., S{) 

so emot1-,:)nal 

from tl'..e other . 
~ . ~ lilat u 15 If S{) 

t.'1at eVBry 
little thing upsets her . 

3- The f,,')oo ~las so delicious that '?18 

ate all of it . 

It .is to noted that 'so' in (2) 
(3) goes with an adjective without a 
~,",,- ~~J. ~;;1 T,t-,:JLI·; C:r)li18S SO J 

the pattern will be " so + adjective + 
noun + 

., 

a :rna':} that he lost 
all his friends 

5- She was so (!{:;ti-';,iB a lady that 

,J. that": 

~lorked aH ()f ,:;..r1t1.,out 

TDE thief rzu! so fast tlJ.at no one 

7 so '?lell that she 

lnnOC':}l1D8. ()r " so + nOlUl + 
that": 

S(', little monev that hE!.' 

I 



) 
th~t Ii , ff-Y/oPIt ,,.',)c,- ... 1$• -. (",J"','';"..-E1(;Vi.- ..,dLS..It 

in such a '9lay that ' so ' 

l',;}:'lin claUSE! , In t:r.:ese 


a of '\"')1'0 order in 

the main ...;5 ·'.r'f1~'1r'"'d~~ 1;;. 

H"",.,\alJe'
1 'w""'1 

purp(;~e ,.;.f 
.1 0- So good a teacher is he t..t:lat all 

respec:t him , 
11- So c(,lcl11as it that mMl)1 died" 

C1<)S8 ( 1978 : 66) sUll!.mariz8s 
the patterns of " so + adJective + 
that "saying tTh1.t we could have 
vru"i~'1tion like the follwing : 

c--- " -:-1-1
I a speech so remakahl .. ! 

12~ She made I 

i. 

I 

! L.so remarkble a speechlJ I 

tiiQ.remarkble was her speech ~_J 
t;;~jt 5helyiii el;,;c~ed ~lle cllinnall, 

~. I 

I 1-' -1 1 
i i d I I , I a lecture so goo \' I',

13! He gave 

I !~o good a lecture I I 

L.:'.-? gooa was his lecture - j 

that all of the students clapped when 
he finisbed , 

A study carried out by 
Altsnberg ( 1984 : 41) ShO'9?S the 
distribution of the result clauses 

t()~ ~ ;;~) . . tr'(dt J and ' s(; 

adjective .. (re~16rsed) I , The study 
draws an an(jysis of British ErJglish 
b;::sed on a sample of 100 - 000 
'l?l(>rds from both the spoken Lond')n 
- L1.mo. Corpus (LLC) arrl the 
written Lancaster Oslo - Bergen 
Corpus (LOB) , The result arrived 
at are illustrated in the following 

TIJIAL 
25 4'1 

se· s.d jecti>;18 I} 
1 
1 1 

(reversEd) 
On the other hand adverbial) 

c1tlliS8S of result may be ir...troduced 
10V "~"'f<h tt'1'l:!t" H~l"e .........I r.,,·w....-.&J .,... WJA.i, • -4- .... '" j.f.J.~e 

pattern is II such + ad jective + noun + 

14· That is such an ugly chair that 
il..s is going to g1v"S it away" 

(a + singular countable noun) 
15- Those are such ugly chairs that 

he is going to give them away. 
(plural countable nouns) 
16- That is such ugly furniture that 

he is going to give it away" 
(noncouniable nOll..l1) 

"Such + n01.U1 + that " is anotr..er 
variant pattern , 

17- Nada behaved in such a marJ18f 
that her reputation suffered , 

18- Tr.e Roman built in such a wawy 
that t..1wir valls are still standing. 

Sometimes 'such' nlt:w be used as a 
pronO'lt.rl ( usually after a feem of 
'be' ) in a clause of result. 
19- The experience was such U1at I 

will never forget it . 
20- T:ne insect was such U"lat 1?6 

couldn't see it , 
It is worth lTlBntioning ti-.,at 

Lt;,/0rused after 'much' and 
'many' , Thomson and Martinet 
(1990 - 254) signify that 'so' may be 
used with both , 

21- She bates 1".£1' work so much L1at 
she is thinking of resignir..g. 

22- The patterns were so r:nZl,J1Y ti1..at 
it takes a long time to learn 
them, 

In both patterns of result clause (i ,9 
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f I, 

} i,1.').':;.1~ i : r"io ("'" ,.'~ ~"'fI\ ...... t,.t ~'):,,~~ , ~Ytder-"t ",(' -1,L",,;~. 1", ,,'·>IH;::I,J.(./.=,,-, '-\..I'~';:' (.,11." 

arll.i not f!:ix:pressect as _ 
23- It ';},:ras so latE I "fla1t.2d no 

C>a/ct - Tru';::: i <:: C\ 1I~t'l,,-" ... ,4. .... __ ,_I~..v....... l 


;;hout 
In adchhon to llmse two patterns , 
Eckersley and Eckersley (1980 .. 
343) point out that a clause of 
"simple result" usu.a1ly introduced 

. bv "so that" . 
-' 

25- The tea.cher ~las speahng 
very quickly) so tr:0t itVi,las difficult 
t() h.eal' what he said. 

26- Very heavy rain fell so that 
the rivers were soon in flood. 

l.:. Result and purpos~c 
A remarkable relationship vith 

~lhich gramr.n.ariarlS have been 
concerned is that of result and 
purpose. Clauses of result overlap 
with those of purpose semantically 

-and syntacticaly . Quirk et .a1 (1985 
- 1108) indicate Ulat the chief 
semantic differnce is that result 
clauses are factual rather than 
putative . That is to saY' } both 
clauses e.xpress result but here the 
result is achie'VBd ~lhereZlS in the 
purpose it is yet to be achiewd - it is 
desired or aimed - at result 
_Therefore. a result clause does not 
require a modal auxiliary. Put it 
ar.tother '91ay, in purpose :::entences } 
something is done deliberately in 
order to bring about a certain result 
while in result ones, something 
h'''''PPs'''''t...;:; <.U~''''nd 'l''''1:''''0''Jl !-.:;;,':" ",'t'....J'0'1".h,!.u' 

a certain 1'esu1t . 
27 - She sat in tile front row so that 

she heard every word of tile 
lecture. (Result) 

th.9 l€!cture . (pm:p()S8) 
(1988 - 196) confirm that 

'that' m (27) 1S 

unnecessary sinE the sentence is ­
n1(>1'8 readil)" Imf18rsto(~d as gning 
tile (lctt1.'ii result rather tllZtn the 
result 9>'1l9cted. 

On tile other harld I quirk et . a1 
(l972 - 754) refer to a S}'ntactic 
difference between result aI.n) 
purpose clauses in Ulat ~~hereas the 

\.J. 
d" 1 tf'· ormer 1::; " :'!\ lS]unct \,L.<"1(j')•. , tl_18 aLer L,.~ 

an ad.juuct (30) ~ U1US only UleJ 

purpose clause can form the focus of 
a cleft sentence (31) . The follving 
exrunples may clarify this : 
29- I know him 'well so that I speak 

to him on your behalf . 
30- We took a taxi so U:tat ve could 

get there early. 
31- It was so Ulat re could get Ulere 

early we took z, taxi . 
32- * It was so that I speak to hirn 

on your behalf I know him well. 
Furthermore mosti 

grammarians on the subject such as 
GravBr (1971 : 307) } Frank (1972 . 
252) and Quirk et. a1 (1985 : 1109) 
agTee tJlat result clauses ~ lmlike 
purpose ones I are positionally fixed 
) i . e . } they are sequentially related 
to the preVi01.lS clause and carmot be 
tran:;posed to a position before or 
~lithin it . Purpose clauses may be 
moved to initial position. 
33- >It So Ulat he did not understand 

fully ) the doctor explained the 
nature of his illness in medical 
terms. 

34- So that he could not undefstarrl 

fully tile doctor explained the
J 

nature of his illness in medicc.l 
terms . 
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.. '" it"obserrJBd. in the sene toat reSl1.i. a.1Vt.'! 

. so tJ-Jaf clauses cat~.not b8 linked to 

can . 
':?:-:: ,f, '1""" i'r.,I"·Hlt ()'l ;"'~' ()'·i~10 Pl i:l. 
...J..., - 1 AV -; • t::l.... ""< 1. ......l e'...<. ,. ~ .1- , 

nast.y tOne so that in the end IJ 

lost my patience and so that left 
contsnted 

36- He sa'Y'Bd much money so that he 
could ha';re a h,)use built an(\ so 
tilat he could buy a Ilev car , 

Result c1a'll$Bs are like an 
inversion of cause " We C<ll1 express 
the same meaning by reversing t.he 
two clauses of result (main SIld 

suborddinate) and uslng a 
subrdinator of cause such as )
'b ~. • d' ,IeCal.:tS8 • smce ar.1 as. 
37 	 The lecturer spoke Sf) fast that I 

found it difficult to TIlake (lilY 

notes. 
38- As the lecturer spoke very fast! 

I found it difficult to mZ1.ke any 
notes. 

What comes before th.e word' that I 

indicates the result cause while what 
comes after it indicates the result. 

In addition ;~,e have 21Jready 
said lliat result clauses crumot form 
focus of a cleft sentence because 
they are disjucts , clauses of cause 
itnroduced by , because' only arJ.Ct 
not al1Y oU).8r causal subordip..ator 
can form tilis . 
39- It is because he is kind that we 

like our 
40- '" It is since (as) he khld. that we 

like our teacher. 
GeUrin (1983 :47) mentions Ulat 

there are two types of result ch:ruse , 

; .. \ 
.;':...t~j~~.., 

(41) 
~' 

Th8se t'~lO kinds t~orrespond to the 
eam·e rratE;ri:al (42) 

,;. ~1'1'-'.1(\ Ole "A I {,:~ "'i ~j 17(iT],-,j. '>..~ 0,.'~. tU.." \ ..... 

}stration 
41- Ters are so fe~7 cars ~rith a 

spare $f3at that it takes me a iong 
time to get a lift . 

42·, Since there are 'very few cars 
Wi t.~ a spm'8 seat ) it wkes me i?i 

~ong t.une get a lift . 
ii 3- I am an mcorrigiole optimist so 

that I thought Pd be able to get 
'(,.' '-..I,:.;~ b~ , 

44·, 	As 1 am tm incorrigible optimist 
) I thought Id be able to get to 
""10l"j,. by hl*;;;T ....... ~ A • \..I\.,~, 
 I 

"O'1",~ . 1- _1'
Y'f .[Jat IS more ~ tHe causru ano 

resnltative resu1tion can be 
E}.."Prassed by conjmlCts , Of the 
coniuctive (J,c1.verbs used ) t.wo are 
'9!orth illustration . so ' and • 
U18refore' . 

45- The srnal1 boy was so 
exhaus!Ed that he fell asleep on the 
bus. 

46- The small boy fell asleep 
on U:re bus because he vas very 
exhausted 

47- The small boy was very 
exhaustsd ; therefore (S(») he fellJ 

asleep on U'lS bus . 

5- 8§:d!iCtion_2f Resul1.Ctau.se~ 
It is possible to express the 

SaxT'J:! content in clauses of different 
fOnT! . As far as th.e subject l.mder 
study is cor.u::erned ) we can utter a 
c)r';'lp12.~ cvnta.iJ.llng 
advBrbial clauses of result "frhich 
may be trar..slated by a simple 
sentence and the two sente:r..c8S n1'lY 
eXT)ress the same thir.g wlth 

IDO 
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different emphasis . Of course ti19ft 

matrix (main) clause is by nature 
l1X;ore empn.'ltic than the subordinate 
;::1att3E' . 

Subordinate clauses or 
"embedded sentences" so Uley areJ 

so called in modern description by 
Todd (1985 :45), can sometimes be 
reduced or COlf.l.pressed to prases in 
two wa"~'S But before the 
application of any transforzr..ational 
rule) i , e . reduction .. certaainJ 

structural analysis have to be 
ooserv'Bd . The transfom"ltion is 
always carried out on the embedded. 
sentence> 

FIRST If the embedded 
sentence (result clause) is positive J 

we can distinguish two types . 

IYPL=--ir. 
48- He is so foolish that he 

belie"v'Bs ewry thing . 
-->He is foolish enough to 
believe every thing . 

49- She is such a kind girl that 
Sh9 helps others . 
~·She is kind enough to help 

others. 
50·· The st:rrs are so bright that 

the boy can see U18m . 
-->The st...'~.rs are bright enough 

for U18 boy to seE! . 
51- They did their duty so 

loyally that everyone praised them. 
_._--> They did their duty loyally 

enough to praise. 
The eX3.!'Tlples ",hove reveal a 
l11.rrnber of points . ¥1h.eUJaf the 
subject notm. phrases of the matrix 
and embedded sentences arB tile 
same as in (48) and (49) or different 

as in (50) and (51) does not mattsr 
The subject noun phrase of the 
embedded sentence is deleted if it is 
the sa.me as that of the matrix ono 
after applying tile phrase 
transforrr..ation of result ., 'When I as 
in (50) J there is a significant change 
of grrunmatici subject (the stars .' 
llJ.e boy) i, the second subject is 
introduced tnto the 'enough 
construction' by · for I The• 

subordinal.ors · so ...that · or ' such 
I l...that are deleted . Instead ) 

Ienough + infinitive after the 
adjectives (48 49 and 50) orJ J 

ad:~rerbs (51) are added . Taking 
these pomts into consideration J we 
can produce tile following tentative 
transfc·rmational rule. 

Sub + NP + Aux + V +X 
--;;...enough (for +NP) + infinitive 
v 

'I .ell. 

rAPE - B -. 
52- Susan has so much money 

tl-mt she buys another car . 
-?Susan has enough money to 

buy anoU1er car . 
53- He drank so much milk that 

he get quite fat. 
--~He drank enough milk to get 

. fqlUte "at. 
54- There are so many desks 

that you can sit anyvere . 
-->'11181'e are enough desks (for 
you) to sit anywhere < 

IIn this type the embedded 
sentences are different from those in 
the first type in the sense that they 
consist of notulS (plus modifiers) 
between 'so' a.."ld 'that' while in tile 
other group Uley consist of 
adjectives or adverbs there . Once 



( )) '9lhich 
th.8 noun at 

it
} 

are 
f .... c."~f()r'V"i... t:'l(~ r 'j.~JY'''~ 1. .. tIll"", J. ~\}-j, "', 

sentence with <t:."1 excepti\>n . The 
8}::ceptlon tha 'enough' $ corne:.:. 
before tile noun of the rnau'ix 
sentence (lnony , milk ! and ) 
in 53 and ) respectiv'Bly 
w:hich in ttrrn follo'tileo. by 
infi:rjtiv}3 . Considering the points 
mentioned the tentativeJ 

transformational rule for tillS type 
can be up as follows. 

Sub +NP + Aux+V + X 
-->enough + n.oun t.he nlatrix 
sentence) + infiniti~te + X 

SECONDL'Y : If the ernbedded 
sentence is negative like L1rJ.e 
fo11owing J we need another rule . 

55- you are so young li'..at you 
CZ1ll!lot u.'1d.erstand this . 

Yau are too you,l1g to 
uJld.erstand this. 

56- This chAir is valuable th.'1.t 
no one should sit on it . 
->This chair is too valuable (for 

anyone) to sit on. 
57.. Jack behaved so carefully 

that he did not make any rnistake . 
---->Jack behaved too careful!y to 

make any miStakE! . All tile previous 
points considered the; follovJingJ 

tentatiT.,'9 trarASformationa1 rule can 
be formalized : 

Sub +NP + Aux+ not+V + X 
--->VJO '+ adjective or adverb (of 
the matrix sentence) (for + NP(c·f 
the embedded sentence)) + infintive 
Here t.he negtive symbol 'not' isJ 

deleted. The infintivB is followed if 
necessary by a preposltion ('(ln' in 

correctly 

In addition 
.I ».f8 :(til' 

'as' ca...'"l f8ulace 2i. 
" clause of result. This is 

norrnal m ask1.ng questwns ftc, Gru. 
peoples intentions as a link for result 
;:ma its most com:mon 1.1$8 is 1n tile 
r~quest "Would you be so kind as 
to ' 

58- Professor Robert was in 
such bad health that he was obliged 
to resign, 
-~~Profess(}r Robert. was in such 

bad health as to be to resign, 
C::tl -~ '·1 -1-\..",' 1 d .,,'::J- he vas so 11 ~1<at la,_ to 

send for a doctor 
~1(~ 111 as to send a 

dOCt<:'>f . 

Here J il1.8 rule is : 
Sub + NP + Au,"{ + V + X 

-----'>'a5 + infinitive + X 

Discussing tile result arriwd 
by Altenberg on pages (2-3) ) 
distributions too .. adjective or I 

act"terb to ' ) · :::0 .. , as to I soI 

a.djecth:re or adverb l'1~'l.t or ~ 
('..1'13 as follows : 

'\' "f :-'"'1 

bi~~ 
'')1toe ._~djlAdv to 9 12 it.­

so ., as to 2 3 S 
so AdjlAdv U'l.at 26 
h"fS to 

I 



1\'3 
~mrlila..ri ' 
n:~latl0n$ 

a6";18rl)i~?ll L."",,",,;cc 

t \..""t ' "" , '",cd '0::"1' t;"'l ""dVR'" h:: :.'l",ri·.4ill v .i,Q ~\,;;. ",,:..J. ""'. ,.... ~'" _,LJ.,-l 

~djectiv8s when they (11'8 not 
followed by a nChll , ,13 

also used' Viti1 q'lk"~.ntitaU'V8 
adjsctives such as : many ) nluch .' 
few and little WheU1ef they are 
follo~!ed by a HOtm or not . 
Moreover} it is sometin1e used with 
adjective plus noun instead of ' such 
... timt' , Thus the followingJ 

sentem:e . 
60 It 1S 

9J<..'Perence that I WIll ~JeVB!' 
i::: equivalent of 

1- The 1<:: SO 

,1 

+ a + a 

so 
is 

a lecture' 

1 tt711'1C!P'(.r;;;'f If:'(Yi''{let .;tYJ ... ,t&.'..- Y"", \i' &. 15 ' ..... .J' • 

d' .t,; tl
J8Cl.lv,,€ + fi'?tl.."l 

by" so + adj~cti,T.f'8 T a 
that such a boringI 

replaceable by soI 

related 
though 
trill 
difference 

ResuJt 
1.10 

fulfilment 
1S 

seqUttl1ce of tenses 1n 1.118 two 
a11et the clauses pl~rpose 

are b1 _ Inv'arsion of 
result 71i11 yield a sentence 

causal relatloll 
The 

c1aUi)8S and obn~ses of result are 
almost idenfical ~ Enough + 
infinitive produces positi\?9 clausesII 

of result 'i..r1"lile " too + infinitve " 
t1eglive clause , 'Enough' can be 
eiUler an ad'V9ro (of degree) or an 
adjecti.....'B ( of quantity) , As Z:Ill 

adverb ~ it comes after the vord it 
ql.wifies ; as an adjectiv'e } it comes 
before the word it qualifies, 
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