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1. Introduction

To create 3 plece of conlinnois
speaking or w*ztm,e it 1s wtal o
1SE COIY linking . Conjunstions
are words whosa fuprtwn iz o join
the thing together . The relatien
between the ﬂnng: joined is mast
commonly shown by the particular
conjunctions chosen . For instanes
the conjunctions "but, vet  altl
however | ant asver!t
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CEDINATING CONJUNC-
{PRESS CONCESSION

utterarce when one  part s
surprising in view of the other .. "

Both  coordinating  and
subordinating conjunctions used to

- express concession are the subject

of this study . It 18 %o be
remmembered that more emphasis is
going to be thrown on BUT and
ALTHCUGH for they are the most
significant conneclors wed to

introduce the relation concerned .

tdore specifically |, the study 15 an -
attempt to reveal the relation
telween the two conmetions .

2~ Coordinating Conjunciions
Coordinating  Conpumctions
oin words | phrases , or clauses of
aqual grammatical rank . The most
conjunction  used  to
express tha notion of concession 18
BUT . BUT may be wsed to
conmect any sentence elements of
the same class . The following
@xampz 15 x:mctht telp to make this
clear :
Noun 4 The EQOTASIOT WaS Not
el Hh{ Al
Yerb - O He siailed bal remained

Adverh ?
carefully .
Prireass 8
rowing hard il oo
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Clause : 9- Suha 15 a girl who can

cwim but who 18 afraid to drive |

Sentence : 10- Estella always asked

for arlvice | but she never takes it .

Cther conjunctions are

and only" :

11- Tom has many faulls , yet he
aways does his work perfecily .

12- Mr. John ate a lot | still he never
got fat .

13- I would go with you, only | had
no morey .

From a logical or notional
point of view , such conjunctions are
regarded as " adversative" by some
writers like Wren and Martin {1985

. H DR . n
.k;p&,gz,-“ % J.:’-‘L% ¢ wheions ccoitunt ;"

"oyet, stll

1 208) , Freeman (1970 : 247) and

Gleason (1965.342) .

BUT/ and YET may be used to
show a contrast between two ideas |
the second being opposite or an
objection to the first , Buckler and
Me. Avoy {1965:157) remark that
YET suggests that the second
slement is something we might not
ordinarily expect . There is a sense
of modification n YET and
contradiction in BUT : V
14- He studied hard , but he faile .
15- Huda was good at English | yet

she was never given good marks

Another difference between tham ,

stated by Quirk et al (1985.922-3),

is that BUT does not allow another

conjunction to precede it while YET

allows :

6~ *She was angry and but she did
what is required .

17- she was angry and yet she did
what is required .

There are certain cases in which
hoth conjunctions are doupled
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up . Examples include

18- The workers may complain |
but they haven,t said anything
vet .

19- My father was tired , but he

cowldn’t sleep yet .

What is more |, the concessive
relation could be. expressed by
means of ‘conjunciions such as
HOWEVER and
NEVERTHELESS . These behave
in a quite differemt way in the
sense that they can move around in
the sentences they introduce
20-A- The moeuntain was very

high ; however , he climbed it.
B- The mountain was very high ;

he, however |, climbed it .

C- Ths montain was very high : he

climbed it | however .

2l- The machines are old |
nevertheless, ) they have
{,nevertheless, ) increased
production {,nevertheless) .

It is worth mentioning that
coordination involves deleting the
elemenis from the second sentence
that are identical with the
cooresponding elements in the first
sentence and then joining the
different elements with the suitable
conjunction to make them more
compact . Thus ;

22-A- Rita is beautiful but dumb .

is a contracted way of saying :

B- Rita is beautiful , but she is
dumb.

S0 is (23) in which the subject is

co-referntial  with that of the

preceding clause :

23- The author wanted to maks a
speech bul (he) didnw't know
how to tegin .
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o~1 Clanses Introduced by BUT
We hawe ohserved that BUT

denotes  contrast Semantically
spealing , tus conirast may  be

becatse what (3 sad in the second
conjeinn 1S unexpected i wiew of
whial 15 said in the {irst conjoin
24- 1 was too busy , bui [ had to join
the sermnar |
23- They played very well | but they
- did not win .

Quirk and Greenbaurn
(1983:259) add that this contrast
may be a restatement in affirmative
terms of what hias been said or
implied negatively in the first
conjoin !

26- She did not waste
weoek before the exam
studied hard ewery avening |

27- 1 agree with his facts | but |
disagree with his conclusions .

but

&5 the first type of contrast
(24 and 25, we can insert in the
e a concessive conjunct like
; with the second type (26

ai 27 , we can insert the
antnthelic  conjunct on the
contrary .

As well as Unking two main ciauges |
BUT can lnk a mazimurm »f two
subordinate clauzes . Even <o 1t can

only link certain iypes  of
subordinate clauses . Quirk el al

(1972:556-71 refer

Rinds -

A~ That - Clauses .

28- They told me that Ann would
take them Dy her car but (thal)
they might be late . :

29- He said thal exercises strengthen
the lungs but (that) they must
riot ba ovardons |

B- Temporal - adverbial clauses

to  following

or time in the

17

30- T met him afier the meeting
was over hut before he started
work .

31- They will sell the house tefore
she arrives bt after he comes

C- Clauses introduced by the same
conjuncts  which might be
wh-words |, in order that
purposive "so that" or
because” . In such cases , the
first part of the sentence is
negative and it contrasts with

the part that follows BUT ;

32- 1did not know who killed her
bt who accompanied the
murderer.

33- They do not save so that they
could buy a house bul so that
they could by a buy new car .

Thus |, the pattern followed
for using two subordinate clauses
linked together is
main clause+subordinate
clause+coordinating
conjunction+subordinate clause .

Z2-2 AND , OR , and BUT

Of all the other coordinating
conjunctions , AND and OR differ
in several respects from BUT .
Here , wa are going to discuss one
feature to see how sentences are
interpreted when joined by these
connectors . Greenbaurmn (1969
:30} asserts that only AND and OR
are "pure coordinators " while
BUT 15 ore of several
portmantean iteins” defined as
those that containe the component
AND |, such that "ab but ¢ " is
interpreted as” a and b but ¢ " .
Thus , the sentence :
34-A He will write to her | he will

phone her , or he will wisit
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her.

1¢ interpreted &

B He will wrile to ber | ¢
phone her | or he will visﬂ, her.

wihereas the sentence !

35-4 He will wrile 10 her |
phone her |, tut he will
her .

15 tnterprated a3

E - He will write to her | and he will
phone her | bul he will not wisi
har,

he will
not wisit

In addition to that {i.s. , linking
of more than two clauses), there is a
resiriciion on the permussibilty o
thess conjunctions in relation lo
particular pairing of sirings
Fowler (1977 . 152-3) refers to this

vestrichionn . Conjuctions are not
interchangeable and which one ray

te selected depends on the strings
heing joined . For illustralion , there
are unacceptable sentences in the
following :
36- Jack and Mary are studving .
- *Jack or 1s studwing .
38~ Jack but Mary is studying .
9- Jack and not Mary is studying.
0- *Jack or not Mary is studying.
1- Jack but not Mary is studying .
2- Jack likes music and Mary
prefers movies .

43- *Jack likes music or Mary
prefers movies .

Jack likes rsic but Mary
prafers movies .

ot
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44.

Om the other hand |, absoluie
coordination should imply cormnplete
'n‘ferchmgeabﬁiw Gleason (1905

235) signifies that if two clauses ina
e*ﬁeme can be interchanged
without allering meaning , they may
be considerad to be joined in
coordination . As far as BUT is
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47- Thsz- pre sident came but he did
nw suay iong :

43- The president did net
bt he came
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2 Subordinating Conjunctions
subordinaling uritke
coordinaling | conjunctions join

clauses thal ars not equal in rank
Concession statements accompany
clau:;es concerning  unexpectad

esuit Clawes of concession are
i..hiéﬂ“ ntroduced by

ALTHOUGH a:ad THOUGH and
0L qzenaﬁy by “even though |
eveny if *ﬁfhﬂe , Whersas
however | and whatever”. Since
these clauses express contrast |
some writers such as Todd (1985
42) , Clese ({1878 . 647 and
Zandwoort {1977 © 219 cal! them
adverbial clauses of "contrast”

Loncession Supordina-
Clauses of concession are
most comrnonly infroduced by
ALTHOUGH and ity more
colloguial varient THOUGH | they
may precede or follow the ;esvdt
clau::s ;

tors

49-  Although he  respects his
fathar’s opinion |, he 18 much

educatzd than he is |
50~ She fimished first though she
began aie .

THOUGH and ALTHOUGH

conjunctions |, are almost used
.;m,?rr*nangeabiy to introduce -

concessive clauses {51 and 52

Yet, THOUGH (but not aithough}
is used as a conjunct (53andS4} -
ol- Although ihe hall was
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crowded. ne marmared o find a
P2

seal .
Though the hell was crowded |
he wnznaged to Iind & seat
The criminal didn't want
confess | he dud | though .
S4- She has studied English for en

VRArs

s
L
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o
she will never speak it
properly , though .

Obwviowsly , (51 and 32) ars
corplex semtances while {53and34)
are not so berause thers is no clause
of coneession in it in spite of the fact
that the conjunct THOUGH gives a
COLCessive Ieaning .

There & alse a common
contruction in which the concessive
relation is expressed by THOUGH
Az 13 sometimes used as a substitute
for THOUGH . Most granumarians
on the subject including Tregidgo
(1981:163) , Thomson (1973:0067) |
Frank = (1972:247) and  Graver
{1971:308) refer to this construction

In such ciorcumstances | the
concessive  clause has  unusual
syntactic orderings The
subordinator THOUGH or As
ocours in non-imiial position after

an adjective | adverb |, or a verb .

55- Young though (as) be 15, Ahmed
holds a responsible positien in
tha firm . {Though hs 5 youny

Much as 1 admire her as a
wriler , I do not like her as a
woman . (Although 1 admire
her a great deal ...}

57 Try as you may , vyou never
seem able 1o do the work
satisfactorily .{Though vou try
bard ..}

-

in such sentences

3
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ALTHOVCH, unlike though | is
immabila

Sé- *Tired although she s, she
stiil continuwes | to play |

Moreover tha concessive
relation could be expressed by
means of non-finite and verbless
clauses |, ie |, by leaving out

andersoad worgs or ‘recoverable

elermenis” as called S0
tranformationaily by La
Falombara (1976:225) This

occurs when the subject of the

main and subordinate clauses refer

o the same person For

tliusiration

5%9- Although wanting to know the
answer . he didn't look it up .

t0- Though beaten | They are not
disgraced .

61- Although fhe was) exhausted
he staggened on .

62- Although anxious to get away
she waited an hour for me .

3-2 Other Subordinators
Concession clauses could be
intreduced by other subordinators

having the meaning  of
ALTHCUGH  Now |, weare ina
postiion o meniion the following
types

FIRET When the concessive
meanng 18 siessed |, some
BrArNYnArians like Graver

(1971:205) , Eckersley and
Eckersley {1963:341) and Howse
and Harman (1250:412) prefer to

we EYEN IF and EVEN
THCUGH | Close  {1978:64)
sigrafies  thal whereas EVEM

THOUIGH emphasises the idea of
contrast between two clauses and
irnplies " in that as well as every
other circumstance” , EVEN [F

2
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adds the idea of conirast to an

if-clauces and tmpltes "under that as

well as ewery other condition”

Conditional IF is the opposile of

roncessive ALTHOUGH in meaning,

EVEN could be used with though

but not with ‘although' :

63- The scientist learned a great deal
from the experiment even
though it fatled .

64- Even though he is old and weak

©, he works hard

65- Ewven if they win , they don’t
have the better team .

66~ | should’'t work for him even if
he offerd me a big salary .

L iah]
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67- *1 like him even although I

know he does not like me .
SECONDLY :  WHILE and
WHEREAS are sometimes used o
point a contrast between comparable
things . OCrammarians such as
Chander and Ranchan (19856:5)
Wren and Martin (1985:219) and
(uirk et al (1972.749) state that
%/ 1LE can express contrast and be
oo ad by WHEREAS | Others
Itk Thomson (1973:56) | Hook and
Mathews {1956:350) and House and
darman (1950:412) empley WHILE

a substitute for ALTHOUGH -
68- while this was true for some | it

was not true for all .
£9- While [ sympathize with your

proposal , I car’t accept it .
70~ “Whereas Henry is lazy |, his

sister is very active .

71- Whereas Susan has numerous
enemies | her brother is loved

by every one .

Il 15 notable that some
grammarians advise against the use
of While in concessive clauses |
though such usageis common in

:‘La...:l.u.c..a 31
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English | on the account that they
insist on WHILE for iernporal
clauses to avoid their confusion .
For instance , the following could
express both time and concession :
72- While his father is going from

one jal to another , George
becomes an tmportant
executive .

73- While she was soon to become
a mother , she flied to ltaly .

THIRDLY -: Clauses of concession

could beintroduced by one of

‘wh-compound  words"  like

“whatever and however” and by

the constructions "no matter

wh... and it doesn’t matter wh... "

For illustration , HOWEVER

goes with an adjective , adverb |

or a verb .

74- However drunk he was , he
wouldn't have been so rude to
her .

75- However carefully she drives ,
she may have an accident even

76- However you try , you will
never succeed .

The use of HOWEVER in the
examples above is simular 1o
the use of WHATEVER in the
examples below :

77-& Whatever happens , I shall
meet her .

78-A Whatever he says |, no body
believes him .

79-A Whatever books you read |
you will never learn anything.

The meaning of these sentences
are:

77-B It does’t matter what
happens , or no matter what
happens I shall meet her .

78-B It doesr’t matter what he
says , or no matter what he
says , no body believes him .



7915 1L dosen't matier whal books
vou read | or uo wattsr what
Beoks you rm‘i , vou will nevar
fgarn szm_ng’

Cowegqutly  ,  Close

suggests  that  we can  replace

“wrhmtever® and strnilar words like

"wrhoaver whenever | and

wnerever” by "no mafter what | no

rmatter who | no matzpr when | and

Do retter zz‘ are” respectix a‘»y:

&0- '\?v"hcever was absent | 1t wasy'l
my [riend .
g1- '*e’»'“}*onew*pr she travelled | 1t was

certainly not yesierday
§2- ‘Mrex*e*' it was logt | it was not
in my houss

It should be noted that thers (s
a cemeantic differsrice belween such
clauses and the apparsntly identical
tme and place clauses begimﬁng
with "whenever and wheraver” For
ilustration the locative mearing in
the following sentence .
&3- Wherever he lives

adog .

, he can keep

Is that "he can keep a dog at
any place where he may live’
-While the concessive mearing is that
"it doesn't matter where he jivss |, he
can keep a dog” not necessarily in
the sarne place .

On the whole , the difference
between such clauses and "altnough
clauses” is a matter of emphasts . In
the examples below , we have three
degrees of emphasiz , a3 given by
nbi’*u{‘,h(l 81:203% .

84- Although she was i1l
went to a docter |

35- However iii she was .
went to a doctor .

26- No mattsr how i1l shs was |, she

&
, she misver

she never

(197865)

111
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rever weni o adoctor .

1 mer emphatic than (84}
because it brings Al the power of
HOYWEYER 1w  bear on  the
adrective | as does NO MATTER
HOW

R
j.;&‘j

4- The Es},aﬁg&m@w _Betwesn
Coordinating And Subordinating
Conjunctions .

Vg are 00w 1n a positon w
reveal the relalionship betwesn
coordinating and  subordinating
conjunctions that are wsed to
express the idea of concession !

I- Gererally speaking |, both
coordinaters anst
suhordinators invoive  the

inking of urats but the latier is
differant from the former in
the serse that coordinators | as
Marcus (1977:188) remarks |
fepty aoual emphasie on sack
message whersas
subordinators  give  more
tmnportance to one  message
whils downgrading the other .
For Quirk &t a (1872:793) ,
it is notable that in spoken
Engiish coordinate structuras
arz  often  preferred o
equivalent  structures  of
subordiration . However ther
ary siruiar sernantic
relationships m both {87) and
08} ough e ordering of
the relationship 13 different
&7- He talks much , but he has
done nothing .

86~ Although he talks | he has
done noihing .
Kench  (1981:203) and
Campbleil (1962:26) agree with

Sledd  (1958:357)  that  such
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sertences differ shightly (n mearing
and considerably in emphasic . Thus
, they are nsarly synonmous hut
structurally contrasting in the sernse
that the same content 15 expressad in
clauses of different forms | In (&7,
we have utisred a compoud zentence
but this one may be exactly
translated by the complex sentence

{88% . Put reeore precisely | the
complex  sentsnce couwld  be
re-worded iwo coordinate clauses
joined by with BUT . So , the
following .

89- They went swimming although
the sea was rough .

9f- 1 decided to take the course
although it costs a lot of tmpney.
can become |

91- The sea was rough , but they
went swimming .

92- The course costs a lot of money

~, but | decided to take 11 .

fowurk et al (1985988} illustrate

this relation as follows :

2- Another important feature about
the conpunclions under study is
the freedom of movement that
they allow clauses . Greenbaum
(1969:29) points out that a
clause  introduced by a
coordinator  is  sequentially
related to the previous clause
and cannot be iransposed o a
posifion before or witln ihat
clause. Therefore , the order of
the following two clauses is
fized ; otherwise , the sentence
becoraes unacceptable |

95~ Ann itkes John but she 15 not in
love with him .

G6- *But she 15 not 1 love with lum
, Ann likes John | |

On the contrary , the nearly
synonymous  sentence  with  a

s

I

PR AT H f;.i-iwiif Q}JL «,g.gi.;.p oti.:;..-o

“

sutordinator
iGVEYSion
speaking

does  permit  this

Transformationally

Lester {1971.336)

detnonsiraies that the

distinguishing  characterisic  of
subordinating conjurstions is that
the subordinator and the following
sentence can be movwved o the first

position in the sentence by a

cerian ruls called “the

subordinating - conjunction switch
ruie” |

97-A book is a bock although
there 15 nothing in 1l .

98- Although there is nothing in it
, a book iz a book .

3- As far as ellipsis is concerned |
coordinators such as BUT and
YET allow ellipsis of the
subject of the rlawse they
introduce when the subject is
identical with that of the
previous clause -

99- He often goes to the theater
buil hardly ever goss to the
concert .

In subordinate clauses ellipsis
of the subject alone or the subject
with auxiliaries is geaerally not
allowed :
100~ He did notl stop playing

although he had hurt his legs .
101- *He did net stop playing
although (had) hurt his legs .

But |, if the auxiliary 1s "pe" |
we can omit both subject and
auwsilary  in the subordinate
abbreviated clawses . (Quirk et. al |
1972:575-6). N
102- Layla was locking wall

although (she was) working

hard .

4- It i3 insiructive % contrast
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coordinators and subordimators
with  respect %f; Lau:;;:itcm
reference . Ouirl et &l
Pl972:554) qenote  that %}{en
clavses ave lnked by BUT |
pronowun in the first ciau.,r, can”
hawe  cataphoric  (Forward)
reference a noun in the second
clawse . Hewewver | when the
clauses are  joined by
ATTHCGIICH  the DIONOE CEN
{but need nat) have cataphoric
reference . Thus , whereas SHE
in (103} canmot refer to RITA it
canin {104] ¢

103~ She was not very beautiful but
Rita managed to get herself a
wealthy husband .

104- Although she was not wvery

beautiful , Rita managed to get
herself a wealthy husband .

In (105}
amaphoric
103~ Rita managed to get herself a

wealthy husband although she

was not very beautiful .

the pronoun i1s

Anyway , in lirmted cases , 1t 15
possible for the noun phrase in the
second clause to have the same
reference if it contains a general
noun or if it characierizes the
person referred to:

106- She was not very beatiful , but
Tthe girl your foolish daughter }
managed to get herself a wealthy
hushand .

5- Some conjunctions are wed in
pairs so as to emphasize the fact
that two ideas are involved .
Such  onses are called
“correlatives” . Wren and
Martin {1985:207) agres with
Quirk et al [1985:644-5) that

suhordinaters  like “although
and  even if" could te
cnrrﬁneﬁ with sonnuels such
ze "wel and nevertheless” in
ong sentence so that the latlers
would emphasize the relation
indicated by the formers :
37~ Though all efforis fail | vyet
wa shall never surender .
108- Althoz@h the plan had ceriain
yoakness |, oeverieless we

decided to adopt it

i

It is to be noted that
ALTHGUGH could be compared
with YET but 1t could not be so
with BUT . Halliday and Hasaan |
& stated by Goddard (1679:218)
assert  thal the construction
“although ... but” is wrong because
a siructure cannot  be  beth
“hypotactic” {i.e. subordinating)
and "paratachc” {1e
coordinating) at the same time :
106- *Although it was raining

hard , but was went home ,

6- English sentences could be
divided into simple , complex
and compound .  The
conjunctions used with the
first type are "despite and in
spite of; * with the second one
"though , although , even
though and however” , and
with the third , "but , yet and
however® . A& sentence is
might be inverted from one
type by  changing the
conjunctions above . Hers are
good instances of this (110-A
She bought very few things ,
but she spent a lot of money
{compound) .

B- Although she bought very few
things , she spent a lot of
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(Strmple) .
111-4 Bhe mads good atlempts | yet
the resulls were wrong

{Cornpewul )

B- Though she made good atlernpts
the  results were wrong
{Compilex).

- Despits her good altempls | the

, resuits were wrong . (Simpls) .

112-A He tried hard ; however | she
failed . (compound )

B~ However hard he tried |, he failed
. [Complex) .

O In spite of trying hard | she

failed . (Simple) .

- Lonclusion

Ag this study has shown , both
similarities and differences in their
expressions of concessive ralation
are displayed . The coordinator
- BUT joins ideas equal in rank but
opposite in thought . Equivalent or
nearly equivalent expressions are
YET and NEVERTHLESS. ¥ET
weaker than BUT and stronger than
NEVERTHELESS . ALTHOUGH ,
as a subordinator , 15 the
approximate equivaient of BUT as a
coordinator. "Though |, although |
howevere , whatever , while , in
spite of and despite” could be used

W combine the opposing or
contrasting statements .

It ic best to see the differences
belween  the  two  types  of
conjunctions under  study by
ezamples
{13- The new teacher has a

wiversity degree . He is not a
good {sacher

(145 Ths rew teacher fas a

university degres , but he is
net a good toachsr
ﬁa'ﬁthmgh (though) the new
eacher has a waversity degres
, he is not a good teacher |
The new {eachsr 15 not good
thougin (althougny le bas a
g versity degres |
117- In spite of
- umiversily degree |
teacher is not goed .
113- Tha new teacher has a
university degres ; howsver
(neve erihel gss) | he is not good

115
116~

having a
the new

Senterces (113 and 117) are
simple (14 and 118) ars
compound while {115and118) are

A
It Farad

Overlap of conjunctions
resulls in different meanings .
Thus , {119and 120) are different
119- Shea is poor tut honest .

120- She is poor though honest

In {(119) , here poverty has

not made her dishonest while in
(120) her honesty has not made
her rich . (119) is simular to "
121- She is honaest though poor
For emphasis , {119} becomes :
122- Although she is poor | yet she

is honest .
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