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Folk symbolisms and their Representations in the
Iragi Theatrical Performance: The Play “Mukashafat”
as a Model

SAMEER A. MONEM ALKASIMI
Department of Theatrical Arts/College of Fine Arts/ University of Babylon

Abstract:

The current research deals with the folk symbolisms and their representations in the Iragi theatrical
performance. The research sample is limited to the performances in year 2016 which were acted on the
National Theatre in Iraq. Besides, the study tackles folk symbolism and its technical treatment in theatrical
performance. The research also deals with the development of folk symbolism in the scenographic elements
of contemporary directors. The researcher employed the show of the play (Discoveries) directed by
(Ghanem Hamid), as an analytical sample for the research, adopting the descriptive approach in analyzing
his sample. The researcher came out with a set of results and conclusions, the most prominent of which
were:

1- The director/designer benefited from his intellectual references stemming from the depth of his
innovative and aesthetic preoccupations to employ folk symbolism in order to present a new
technique at the level of audiovisual discourse.

2- The folk symbolism have developed in building complementarity and continuous maturity with each
repetition of the theatrical performance, and this derives from the development of the act of theater
in harmony with the populist legacies.

3- The visual visions of the folk symbolism stem from the strengthening of the spiritual dimension of the
weather through the popular heritage in the references of the anthropological representative.

The chapter also included a number of conclusions, most notably:

1- The cultural symbols, with their ritual dimensions, produce visual connotations in which real visions
mix with fictitious and realistic visions to achieve a scenographic climate for the recipient.

2- The contexts and designs of the theatrical presentation technique have varied with different visions and
methods that impose anthropological manifestations that have a significant and direct impact on the
recipient in the theatrical presentation.

3- The folk symbolism in the theatrical show added an aesthetic aspect to the show by achieving balance
and harmony between the other elements.

Keywords: symbols, popularity, representations, theatrical performance.
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