
 

50 
 

Journal of the University of Babylon for Humanities (JUBH) is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 

Online ISSN: 2312-8135 Print ISSN: 1992-0652 
www.journalofbabylon.com/index.php/JUBH                    Email: humjournal@uobabylon.edu.iq 

        Journal of the University of Babylon for Humanitiesنيـَّةُِالإنسْا ُُللعلُ ومُُِبلِ ُبا ُُمعِةَُِجا ُُمجَلََّة ُ

  Vol.3 3 / No.  1 1/5202ُالعددُ/33ُُلمجلدا                                                              2025 /  

 
دراسة أنثروبولوجية في مدينة  :مرقد الإمامين العسكريين ودلالاته الدينية والسياحية

 سامراء القديمة

hanof@tu.edu.iq 
 

 13/11/2024تاريخ استلام البحث:   11/12/2024اريخ قبول النشر:  ت 2025 /28/1تاريخ نشر البحث:  

The Shrine of the Two Askari Imams and its Religious 
and Tourist Significance: An Anthropological Study in 

the Old City of Samarra 
 

Hanouf Nameq Feze 

Department of Sociology / College of Arts/ University of Tikrit 

Abstract 
Indicators suggest that Iraq could become a prominent center for religious tourism due to its 

religious and historical significance, as it hosts notable Islamic heritage sites, including the shrines of 

prophets and Imams. Religious factors play an important role in increasing urban populations, especially in 

areas with numerous religious symbols and landmarks 

The study's problem highlights that Samarra serves as an attraction point, drawing large numbers of 

visitors, which necessitates the development of religious tourism The study aimed to explore the Shrine of 
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 the two Askari Imams, assess the facilities provided to visitors, identify the challenges faced by visitors, 

and develop solutions 

Regarding the methodology, the study employed an ethnographic approach to describe the shrine 

and the events held there, and a historical approach to examine the shrine’s construction and historical 

development. The tools used included participant observation, informants, and interviews 

The key findings of the study reveal that visitors enjoy various facilities and services, yet they face a 

lack of hotels and accommodations in Samarra, leading to shorter visits. Service activities near the shrine 

have declined due to security issues. Among the study's main recommendations are the need to focus on 

tourism, particularly hotels and accommodations in Samarra, to develop local crafts that attract tourists and 

serve as symbols of the area’s heritage, and to organize entertainment programs for university students to 

stimulate tourism in Samarra 
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