Journal of the University of Babylon for Humanities Mbﬁ\/)ﬁ;\lv\)\sv\;\amﬁﬁ

s, - 7

Vol.34/ No.6/ 2026 ¥ x1/Ao0 [ ve ol

ddya digni dulya :piolgnll ygu £ Sl oil Hleaoll JRAN ~lnlig
0ass daal daaa Jlas AR @l o A iy dddal

Dosed) Lupall ASlaall fhnsh (o Gasyl) e aloY) dnals fdo¥) S fusynll Till acid

gawad@iau.edu.sa Lateefa.kh.alkhaldi@gmail.com
\ERAWAWAS ;a.a,;x\)d.st_uu \ERRYAVAR) ;)&mdﬁé@ﬁ \ERRYAVAR! ;&a..d\ptu\@)u

Laliioal)

A b T Bl 50 (s conelsnll g 8 ol (peil il Jedll Ll e RIS LY Al sk cibaa
Aupall ey clly A ol e g jliaall Jadll T A yal) ANAD Golad 8 Fassall Aall Digpe Sy cAsiell 4o
ol iy Bl (Ll e 3 Leblay padsal gser con AT Syl el Lo S sl gl

505 ol Gl A L s ccpall amant 3 Jaa) i g limaall Jadl] Al AN o Al i ekl
O s cclalid) 83 Cilig (3 aselsall Jsu duasead oo Sy (JLasY) da)d b ol dpas s I9as (ol
S 1yl Al L ) s i e i Autagll AN gt 8 A G Gl ) R e A jsaa
‘ sl

Aol Al i Shus ol co Ll 3 el (gl L) EBs Gy Ghnks ladses Al s34 a3 llig
AN L oSl ) oh o Lo il 4np 6 A Lol

aelsall e ¢ ST Gl cdgio) AN mlal ol e limall el Al clalsl)

Disambiguating Devices of the Present Tense Verb
for Past Time Reference in some Qur'anic Surahs: A
Semantico-grammatical Study

Latifah Khalid M Alkhaldi  Jamal Mohammed Ahmed Awad
Department of Arabic Language / College of Arts / Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal
University / Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study investigates the time indicators (mukhlisat) that shift the present verb to a past-time
reference in the seven surahs which begin with "Ha Meem" (Arabic: Hawamim), highlighting the role of
Qur’anic context in directing temporal meaning. The term mukhlisat denotes the verbal and non-verbal
cues that disambiguate the temporal value of the present verb and determine its intended reference beyond
its inherent grammatical tense. The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on close
observation and contextual analysis of Qur’anic evidence from the Hawamim surahs.

The findings reveal that while the present tense form constitutes the default grammatical indicator of
time, it may be reinterpreted as denoting past time when accompanied by specific determiners that remove
temporal ambiguity. The Hawamim surahs demonstrate a distinctive pattern in this regard, showing a
notable reliance on contextual and syntactic cues-both verbal and non-verbal-to establish past-time
reference with precision. At the same time, the absence of certain theoretically attested determiners
underscores the textual specificity of these surahs and suggests avenues for further comparative research in
other Qur’anic contexts. Overall, the study offers a focused linguistic model that illustrates the accuracy of
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Arabic in expressing temporal relations and emphasizes the interplay between morphological form and
contextual cues in shaping verbal meaning. It thus contributes to bridging grammatical theory with applied
Qur’anic analysis and deepens the understanding of temporal interpretation in Arabic verbs.

Key words: Present Tense Verb, Past Tense Interpretation, Temporal Semantics, Qur’anic Context, The
Hawamim Surahs
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